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Of all created things, the loveliest 
And most divine, are children. 
+ William Canton. 
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July 1991 


Dear children, 

Thisis the month when ‘Gokulam’ was born, three years ago. 

We have fond memories of our first issue, and how it came to 
be. 

At the same time, you and I should stop to think on the events 
of the past few months 
— the assassination of 
one of our former 
prime ministers. Why 
dare there so many kill- 
ings taking place? Do 
we have the right to 
take another life? Do 
you and I want to live 
in a world filled with 
violence? 

Your opinion is 
important too, be- 
cause you play as important a part in shaping history, as any leader 
or statesman, by simply being a part of it. 


Masao 
| GOKULAM | Editor. 
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Dear Editor, 

‘The value of money has increased 80 
‘much that it has putall human values 
toanend. Human feelings and attach~ 
ments seem secondary, and mutual 
hatred seems to exist between our 
people. 

A man in society is recognized only 
by the amount of money he has. If 
person has no money, he is regarded 
fs worthless, This has resulted in 
wars and murders, 


tached to money? Is money 
important thing in the work 
G. Karthik, aged 14, 

‘Bombay 








What do you think readers? Ed. 


Dear Editor, 
‘The article contributed by Arvind 
Shriram in the May ‘91 issue (The 
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Letter Box) was interesting. But my 
views are different. 

Tagroe that war means destruction, 
But if America had no sophisticated 








weapons, could it have liberated 
Kuwait? 
Can a country defend itself without 





pons? No, 
Countries ought to possess weapons 
but should use them only if it is ab- 
solutely necessary. 
8, Anu 








ama, aged 
‘Trichy - 16. 


Did Iraq really have to take-over 
Kuwait? $ 

Can we not live in peace without 
fighting other, or wagiting their pos 
aensiona? Ed. 


Dear Editor, 

Poverty is a serious problem in 
India, 

In one way, this is a result of lack of 
education. But on the other hand, will 


ABCD 


“> Carble 


the country have the facility to edu- 
cate so many people? 
If each educated person in India 





teaches one person, we will come a 
ong way in tackling this problem... 

Vidya lyengar, 

Bangalore -3. 


Dear Editor, 

We like “World Events” which was 
published in the June ’91 issue, 

S. Praveen, aged 13, 

and S. Pradeep, aged 10, 

Madras - 600 020. 


Dear Editor, 
Science is developing day by day at 
‘a very fast rate. Scientists are dis- 
‘covering or inventing something or 
other. The reason for this is man's 


curiosity to unfold the secrets of na- 
ture, Science should be utilised for the 
well-being of the people, But now it 
seems to have changed and is utilised 
for the destruction of people. 

If Einstein who discovered the 
secrets of the atom had known that it 
would give birth to destructive 
weapons, he would have probably not 
told the world about it! 

‘Subash, aged 14, 
Palghat - 679511. 


Dear Editor, 
‘My friend had a severe stomach 
ache on the night of 21st May 1991, 





» FE 


when Shri, Rajiv Gandhi was assa: 
sinated. At about 6 a.m. on the 22nd, 
‘she was on her way to the hospital in 
‘an ambulance. The roads were block- 
ed, and mobs with stones and sticks 
were seen everywhere. They did not 
allow the ambulanee to proceed to the 
hospital. Since the pain had become 
acute, she was taken to a clinic near 
her house. 

‘On examination, the doctor found 
that it was a case of appendicitis. He 
‘said that an operation had to be done 
immediately. He contacted a surgeon 
by ‘phone. 

Somehow, the surgeon reached the 
clinic, by driving through bylanes, and 
avoiding the mobs. Then the anaes- 
thetist was held up in a street cornet 
and his vehicle was not allowed to 
proceed, in spite of his repeated re- 
quests. So, he left the vehit 
police station, and walked 4 kms to 
reach the clinic, The operation was 
performed just in time, and my 
friend’s life was saved. 

We can understand the feelings of 
the partymen at such an occurence, 
But essential medical services should 
not be obstructed. Political parties ean 
follow a eode of conduct in this regard 
during bandhs. 














R, Vidya, 
Hyderabad - 500 042. 


Dear Editor, 
I was deeply shocked when I heard 
of the assassination of the Congress (I) 
leader Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. I shudder at 
the thought that India, which ws 
known for peace, has come to this. But 
now, riots are spreading like forest 
fires, Every true citizen should feel 
shame for this barbaric act. 
8. Godha, aged 13, 
‘Madras - 600 033. 
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REMEMBERING 


RAJIV GANDHI... 




















with Nehru, 
younger brother Sanjay 
and mother Indira... 











Father Pheroze Gandhi with 
Indira ... 




















As Prime Minister... 
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THE SECRET OF THE 














‘The story 80 far... 





One summer afternoon; 
Grandma tells Pramod, Shruti, 
Prahlad and Sandhya of the 
legend of n pond which was never 
discovered, in a grove which they 
had been forbidden to enter ax 
tiny tots. Local people are 
frightened that if they enter the 
grove, n mysterious disense might 
strike them down. 

Pramod does some investigat- 
{ion on his own, and finds that the 
pond on the farm, now filled by 





the irrigation water that the 
canals bring, might have been the 
pond which was supposed to be n 
part of the legendary grove. 
Meanwhile, the other three have 
discovered a marble slab with 
writing on it inside the grove. 

‘They decide to browse through 
Grandpa's old cupboard that con- 
tainsall the documents on the hi 
tory of the farm. 

Now read on in Sandhy: 
Words 











PART III 








he next morning, we were 
awakened by a loud inces- 
sant wail. “Ailieeeyooo". 

‘The four of us were out of our 
beds in a trice, 

At the back door, a freshly- 
bathed Grandma was soothing 
a wailing woman. 

“My Kanoooo,” she wailed, 


“He's missing since evening. 
Oo0000! Find him! 

“What's this? What's this? 
What's this? Stop wailing 
woman!” 

It was Grandpa, back from 
his early morning walk around 
the farm, 

‘The wailing woman turned 


u 





towards him. 

“Sa-a-amy, Ooooo, Sa-a- 
amy,” she wailed. “My Kanooo!” 

With that she burst into 
tears, and continued to sob very 
loudly. 

Suddenly, two men came 
running towards us. “Samy!” 
shouted the tall, dark man, 
whom we recognized as Mani 
the milkman, who came every 
morning to milk our cows. 

“My son Kannan is missing. 
So is Raghu, Muthu’s son!” 

Muthu, the second man 
grunted. “Both boys went out 
with my goats last evening. 
They have not come back as 
vet.” 

Grandpa was furious. 

“They were missing since last 
evening!” he shouted. “And you 
tell me only now?” 

“They sometimes don't come 
home until late," admitted 
‘Mani sheepishly, "So we 
didn't...” 

“My Kanoo!" exclaimed 
Mani’s wife again, and burst 
into fresh tears. 

“Kannan and Raghu are not 
yet fifteen, and you let them 
stay out so late on their own?” 
asked Grandma. 

Mani looked down ashamed, 
and Muthu coughed a few 
times. ‘ 

“Call Rajan, Apu and Chin- 
naswamy,” ordered Grandpa. 
“We'll organize a search 
party...” 
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n hour later, Raghu was 

found sleeping, curled up 
‘under a bush near the entrance 
to the grove. 

He was mercilessly shaken 
awake. 

Raghu yawned and looked at 
us in astonishment. 

“You little rascal!” shouted 
his father. 

“Kannan! Kannan!” shouted 
‘Mani, thinking that Kannan too 
might be asleep somewhere 
near by. 

“Where's Kannan?” asked 
Grandpa. 

Raghu jumped at Grandpa's 
question. 

“In-inside t-the g-g-gro 

Dead silence greeted this 
answer. 





Raghu looked _very 
frightened, and quailed at the 
look Muthu threw him. 


“Where are the goats?” 
demanded Muthu, and his look 
plainly told Raghu that a good 
beating awaited him at home. 

“In-inside t-the g-g-grov 
he exclaimed, and burst into 
tears. 

By this time, the other men 
too had reached the scene. 

“Let’s search for Kannan,” 
said Grandpa, and opened the 
gate to the grove. 

‘As we too made to follow 
them, he sharply said, “Take 
Raghu home and give him some 
food. Keep him there till we 
return.” 





isappointed, we looked at 
Raghu, who looked at us 

equally dismayed. (When we 
were younger, the four of us 
used to fight a lot with Raghu 
-who was the cheekiest brat we'd 
ever met.) 

On the way home, Raghu 
slowly became his usual self. 

“What were you doing yester- 
day night?” asked Pramod. 

“Sleeping, of course!” 


Shruti snapped, “Don't bother 
talking to this spoilsport. Let's 


go. 


6 "ey, wait!” cried Raghu. 


“It was a bet. I bet 


Kannu that he would not be 
able to stay for a whole night in 
the grove.” 

“What about the goats?” I 
asked. 

“Kannu said that he'd graze 











retorted Raghu. 
“In the grove?” asked Shruti 
patiently. 

“Why should I tell you?" 
laughed Raghu. 

“Because you have to explain 
to everybody anyway,” snapped 
Prahlad. 

“Come on, Raghu,” said 
Pramod. “Stop fooling about.” 

“As his lordship wishes,” 
replied Raghu cheekily. 
Pramod clenched his teeth, and 


the goats for a night in the 
grove,” replied Raghu. “I think 
he just wanted their company. 
“That's a stupid bet," said 
Pramod. “What's so frightening 
about the grove anyway?” 
“Yah!” said Shru 
used to hide-out ther 
“How do you know?” asked 
Raghu astonished. “Kannu and 
I thought it was our secret 
hiding place!” 
“There's nothing we don't 
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know,” replied Shruti loftily. 
interrupted 





“Ghosts!” replied Raghu. 

The four of us laughed in 
unision at that. 

“We saw them, 
Raghu. 

“When?” I asked. 

“A week ago,” Raghu insisted 
sullenly. 

“What did you see?” asked 
Shruti, + 

“Lights..... and figures...” 

“In the grove?” I asked. “You 
went inside the grove and saw 
them?” 

“No-no, 

Prahlad was exasperai 
“Tell us properly, from the 
beginning, Raghu” he said. 

Raghu was beginning to look 
very frightened indeed. 

“Promise me, you will not tell 
anybody, especially your 
Grandpé 

“You did something. 
asked Prahlad. 

“No, no...” answered Raghu. 
“Just a small theft...” 

We looked at each other in 
silence. 

“Let's go inside the mango 
grove and sit down,”I said. “And 
tell us about it properly.” 


insisted 











“ce fe stole Chinna- 

swamy’s hen,” began 
Raghu. “We wanted to see how 
14 





it lays eggs. Whether the eggs 
are inside it, you know before it, 
lays them. So we wanted to cut 
it open....” He gulped, and con- 
tinued. 

“I took father’s large sickle, 
but when we reached the grove, 
Kannu and I found that we 
couldn't really kill the poor 
hen.... Then, we were wonder- 
ing how to put the cackling 
thing back in Chinnaswamy’s 
coop when we heard a sound, 
Kannu was holding the hen, 
Startled, he let it go. It fled... 

“We ran after it, but it soon 
disappeared in the under- 
growth. 

Raghu was now looking very 
frightened. 

“Suddenly, | heard a laugh 
coming somewhere from the 
side, and both of us slowly 
turned. A thick curtain of 
creepers hid that thing.... I 
lifted the creepers with my 
sickle...” 

He gulped several times, and 
looked at our faces. 

“You know what I saw?There 
was this lantern moving about 
all by itself....! Nobody was near 
it, or holding it!” 

He paused. 

“Kannu and I, ran back all 
the way home.” 

“You are sure...” I began. 

“Sure?” shouted Raghu, who 
was now quite excited. “Kannu 
too saw it, remember?” 

“So....” Pramod cleared his 














throat, “Why don’t you want us’ 
to tell anybody?” 


“Actually, Kannu and I went 
back the next morning to the 
same place where we saw that 
light... It was the same as usual. 
Both of us wondered whether 
we'd dreamed the same 
dream...” 


Prahlad. “You must have some- 
thing to eat, Raghu.” 


vening. Kannu was still 
missing. The whole farm 
was in a frenzy, for the goats 
had been found in the grove, 
tied under a banyan tree, 
‘Mani was looking harassed, 
and his wife had stopped wail- 











“Anyway, who'll believe in 
ghosts?” murmured Shruti. 

“Yes,” replied Raghu. “And 
then we'd haveto talk about the 
hen too...” 


“Did you find it?” I asked. 
Raghu began to look strange. 
“W-we found its feathers 

scattered around that same 

place the next morning,” he 
quavered. 
‘The four of us exchanged 
looks — could we believe Raghu? 
“Let's go to the house,” said 


ing. She looked gloomy and 
grief-stricken. After a half- 
hearted tiffin, we wandered 
slowly around the farm till we 
reached the gates of the grove. 

“Is Raghu to be believed?” I 
wondered aloud. 

“He's tolling the truth," said 
Prahlad. 

“I think so too,” agreed 
Shruti. 

“What do you think he saw?” 
Tasked. 

“Look,” whispered Pramod, 
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pointing. 

A figure was weaving in and 
out of the trees in the grove. The 
boy was running towards us. 

It was Kannu! 

“Run!” he shouted, when he 
reached us. “Run, or it'll get you 
too!” 

Dumfounded, we could only 


stare at him in surprise. 
“Run, run,” he shouted, and 
fled in the direction of his house. 
The next moment, we too 
were running towards the 
safety of home and Grandpa. 


To be continued. 
SANDHYA RAMAN. 











A strong gust of wind blew Kishan Chacha’s Umbrella 


far away. Can you help him find it? 





MAZE 
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Srinivasan P., 
aged 13, 
Karnataka - 585 229. 









Q: Why can't an elephant ride 
a bike? 


‘A: 'Cause it has no thumb to 
ring the bell 
A. Senthil Vasan, aged 12, 


Trichy - 620 015. 





Q : Why do birds fly south in 
winter? 


* 


A: Cause it’s too far to walk! 
Deepa Natarajan, aged 12, 
Bombay - 400 080. 


Dear Deepa, 
You have-not given your ad- 
dress, Please send it to us. Ed. 
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Q:Iftwo is company, and three 
is a crowd, what are four and 


A: Nine! 


Q : Why is the centre of a tree 
like a dog’s tail? 





A: ‘Cause it’s farthest from the 
bark! 


S. Deepa, aged 12, 
Kumbakonam. 


Q: Where would you take a sick 


horse? 
Ui 2 
Y 
G zB 






A: To a horsepital! 


What do you call a play that 
is acted out by ghosts? 





A: Oneis a fit bunny; the other 
is a bit funny! 





Q : What is the difference be- 
tween a greedy person and a 
A: A phantomime! grill? 
V.P. Deepak Kumar, 


Madras - 600 017. 
% Hy 
Q: What's got 48 heads andno LS ¥, 


vale 





A: One takes most; the other 
makes toast. 


M. Madhumitha, aged 11, 
Bangalore 560 021. 










A:A box of matches! 


Q : What's the difference be- 
tween a healthy rabbit and an 
eccentric person? 
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he word ‘economies’ 
| Mounds eo important 
We all know that it 


has something to do with 
money, banks, government and 
industry. But what does the 
word really mean? 

‘Beonomics’ is derived from 
the Greek word oikumene which 
means ‘household’. This is be- 
cause every housewife does an 
‘economic act when she makes a 
budget and spends money ae: 
cording to it! 











Ss: economies has a lot to do 
with the spending of 
money, and buying and selling. 
When you go to a shop and buy 
a packet of biscuits, you are per- 
forming an ‘economic’ act. 

Let's say that Anand Stores 
sells some lovely nylon rubbers 
which you and your friend buy 
Both of you ‘show them off’ to 

ur classmates, all of whom 
want to buy the same kind 
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of rubbers. So, they too go to 
Anand Stores. 


N that so many of your 
classmates want to buy 
that kind of rubber, the demand 
for it increases, But the shop- 
keeper at Anand Stores finds 
that he has a supply of only ten 
rubbers left, and thus a situa- 
tion’ known as scarcity is 
created, This means that there 
are lots of buyers, but not 
enough rubbers. 


Nx that the demand for 
the rubber has increased, 
the proprietor of Anand Stores 
decides to raise its price. Thus 
he gets a higher profit, 

And since the rubbers are 
still in demand, the proprietor 
decides to make more, employ- 
ing two more men to make 
them. Thus he has created more 
Jobs. 


Ine economy of a country 
has to be carefully planned 


‘and monitored. 

Governments try their best 
to keep the prices of essential 
itoms like rice, wheat, cooking- 
oils, pulses, ete. low, because 
the common man too has to af- 
ford them, That is why, during 
the elections, the political par- 
ties promised to try and stop 
inflation (which means price- 
rise), 


Ww bandhs take place, 
these food items cannot 
be transported to the market 
places. This creates an artificial 
scarcity. So, prices are raised, 
because the supply of food items 
cannot meet the demand. 
Bandhs affect the whole 
economy because factories stop 
production, and buying and 
selling in the market places do 
not take place. Just imagine - 
how many people lose their 
day’s earnings, how many fac- 
tories lose profi 





‘To be continued. 
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live in a small town in Kar- 

nataka. My friends and I 
used to meet everyday near a 
mango grove which belonged to 
Pakkiri Naidu. He was a miser. 
We used to throw stones at the 
ripe mangoes and eat them just 
to annoy him. While eating the 
mangoes, we would discuss 
what happened in our homes or 
in school. 


One day Ravi, whois usual- 
ly the quiet one, brought up the 
topic of television and its uses. 

“My father has promised to 
get a T.V. set next month!” said 
Prema gleefully. Ramesh, who 
was the bookworm of the group 
remarked, “It is very good to 


have a TV. at home. It is not 
only a source of entertainment, 
but is also educative. I have 
asked my father to get a T.V. sot 
for my birthday.” 


“TV. makes us lazy!" I in- 
terrupted, “We will always be 
cooped inside the house with 
our eyes glued to it. It is also 
harmful to our eyes!” 

While I was lecturing like 
this, I looked around and saw 
that nobody was listening to 
me. Kavitha was yawning and 
Ravi was playing with some 
sticks. Even Ramesh, who 
usually listened to everybody's 
points of view, was busily talk- 
ing to Hari. Nevertheless I went 
on - “What's more - we will not 
have time to meet daily to eat 
mangoes as we all will become 
T.V. addicts!” 


Thus I went on talking for 
a long time about the defects of 
‘LV., though no one was listen- 
ing to me. Suddenly I heard my 
name being called out from be- 
hind. I turned around, tosee my 
younger brother beckoning to 
me. 

“What's the matter?” I asked 
him. He whispered excitedly in 
my ear. With a sheepish grin 
and a blush on my face, I told 
my gang, “Friends! I have to go 
home. Father has brought home 
anew T.V. as a surprise gift for 
ue” 


Vasumathy J.,aged 12, 
Madras - 600 004. 


ven as Rakesh 
Bie from the bus 
Jat the stop for Mahe 


he was smiling and obviously in 
high spirits. Behind him, his 


younger brother Ravi and their 
cousin Prashanth stepped down 
from the bus carrying small 


suitcases, 

“Phew! I almost thought 
that mother would not allow us 
to come here on our own,” said 
Rakesh. He was referring to the 
way the three had obtained per- 
mission to spend their summer 
holiday at Mahe, from their 
mother. ‘The brothers’ mother 
had been doubtful in sending 
them on their own, but later 
arranged their lodging at an old 
friend's house. They soon 
reached Mrs. Marie’s house 
where they were to stay 


he next day, soon afte 
‘breakfast, the thre 
hurried on towards 


the beach which was a ten 
minutes walk from the house. 
Very soon they were enjoying 
themselves, except for 
Prashanth who did not like 
swimming. He had seated him- 
self on a mound of sand, when 
he saw a boy dressed in ragged 
clothing make his way towards 
him. 

He came near Prashanth, 
suddenly thrust a packet into 
his hand, and said, “James told 
me to tell you that Big Joe's 
coming tomorrow. The wreck 
will be searched tomorrow! Be 
at the hut as agreed!” Before 

















HIRD 


Prashanth could make head or 
tail out of the message, the boy 
was beyond earshot 
Rakesh and Ravi 
returned from their swim, he 
narrated the incident to them, 
“Let's open the packet” said 
a ly. Rakesh sensibly 
can't return it as the 
boy is nowhere to be seen. | 
think we might as well open it.” 
‘As soon as they reached the 
house, they opened the packet. 
It contained a detailed map of 
the beach and the sea bordering 
Mahe, with an X - mark on a 
certain place in the s 
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“I think the X - mark stands 
for the wreck in the message the 
boy babbled to me,” said 
Prashanth. 

“| think James must have 








were not after ordinary 
treasure, but after somethingiil- 
legal. 

When they asked Mrs. 
Marie about any recent 























discovered an old wreck which 
he suspects contains treasure 
and in order to search it he 
needs Big Joe's help,” he said. 
“A third man involved in this 
‘was supposed to meet the boy at 


the sand mound. He thought 
that I was he, as I was sitting 
there at that time 

“Brilliant reasoning in- 
deed!" Rakesh exclaimed. 


uddenly they were in- 

Girioted by. Mrs, 

Marie who wanted to 

send a message to her son who 

was a police constable, Rakesh 
volunteered to go. 

When he returned he was 
bursting with news. “Big Joe is 
a con-man. I saw his name on 
the wanted list at the police sta- 
tion!” he said, Now the boys 
began to suspect that the men 
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shipwrecks, she could not help 
them. She directed them to an 
old man named Peterson. His 
hut was on the beach, 

‘The next morning the 
boys met Peterson, When the 
boys asked him about the 
wreck, he went on to explain in 
broken English, “About five 
years ago, James, Big Joe and 
Mathews had robbed bank 
and... and escaped in.,, motor 
boat. Police caught them but no 
money found..... not even in sea 
bed. ‘Three arrested - but bank 
lost. its money,” he said. The 
boys were almost laughing at 
the way he spoke, 


fter taking leave of 
Atte einen, 
Prashanth remarked, 


“| think the third man is Math- 
ews.” 

“And the message intended 
for him was delivered to you!” 


exclaimed Ravi, 

“They must have thrown the 
money-case, into an old wreck” 
mused Prashanth. “That is why 
the police could not find it, as 
there are numerous wrecks on 
the sea floor.” 

Suddenly Rakesh said, 
“Look at that boat! Big Joo is in 
along with another man.”"The 
boys foll on their stomachs, hid 
behind a sand-mound, and 
peered to see the men who were 
clutching a water-proof case. 
Big Joe was removing a diving 
suit, and the boys realized 
that he must have just retrieved 
thebank money from the wreck. 
They knew they had to get to the 
police real fast. Ravi jumped to 
his feet and ran towards a 
neighbouring phone-booth to 
make the call. He decided to 
stand there to direct the police 





which Rakesh and Prashanth 
were hiding, to a hut about 500 
metres away. 

The two decided to explore 
the boat. As they were doing s0, 
they heard the distant wail of 
police sirens. Evidently the 
thieves had also heard it, for 
they were sprinting for the boat. 

Suddenly, the police car got 
stuck in the sand, and the 
policemen got out to run after 
the thieves. Rakesh realised 
that the thieves would reach the 
boat before the police, Suddenly 
he had a brainstorm. 

“Throw the key overboard,” 
he screamed to Prashanth, and 
threw the pair of oars over- 
board. The boys then quickly 
hid in the cabin for the thieves 
were already boarding the boat. 

‘A shock awaited them! The 
key had disappeared! Big Joe 

















to the thieves when they came. 


eanwhile, two men 
Mieiies past. the 
mound behind 


shouted, “James! Grab the 
oars!” But they had an even 
greater shock! The oars were 
missing! By now the police had 
reached the boat, followed by 
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Ravi. 

“You are under arrest!” 

Mathews, the third man, 
had the passports which would 
have enabled Big Joe and 
James to flee the country, So, 
after retrieving the money from 
the wreck, they had gone to the 
hut, where Mathews should 
have been waiting with the 
passports, But he was not there, 
as the message intended for him 
had never reached him! 

“{ became the third man in- 





When voices die 
And owls cry 
Night has dawned 
An end to day, 
When a cock crows 
Then day is close, 
Night's rule is over 
Light has its day 


8. Rajagopal, aged 14, 
Mangalore - 8. 





stead!” laughed Prashanth as 
the boys told their story to the 
police. 

‘As the boys boarded their 
homebound bus at the end of 
their exciting holidays, Rakesh 
said “I only. hope we have 
another adventure waiting for 
Immediately Ravi asked, 
Why do you never dream of 
rest... like mo?” 








J. Jayanthra, aged 14, 
Coimbatore - 641 045, 





Name :8, Subramanian, 
Address : 13, Devi Nagar Colony, 
Bilathikulam, Kozhikode, 














Kerala - 673.008. 
Hobbies : Riding the ‘cycle, General 
knowledge, music, cinemaandcartoon 
films, 


Name : P. Ramya, 
‘Ages 11 years, 

‘Address : Plot No.1120, Aishwarya, 
Annanagar Western Extension, 
Mogappier Post, 

‘Madras - 600 080. 

Hobbies : Collecting feathers, read- 
ing comic books like 'Gokulam’, 
"Tinkle'etc., playing indoor games and 
collecting greeting cards. 





Name :Jayshankar Balan, 
Age: 11 years, 

‘Address : A/102 Star Madhuban 
‘Apts, 

Umed Ashram Road, 

Borivli OW), 

Bombay - 400 092, 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, stickers 
‘and coins, eycling, playing table-ton- 
nis, and reading aaventure books. 





Name : Shobika Subrarayalu, 
‘Age:11 years, 

‘Address : 7AA Shanmuga Colony, 
Ramakrishna Road, 

Salem - 636 007. 

Hobbies : Reading books, collecting 
stamps, gardening, playing badmin- 
ton, tennis and games, 





Vijay Babu, 

‘Age :11 years, 

‘Address : 7AA Shanmuga Colony, 
Ramakrishna Road, 

‘Salem - 636 007. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps and 
coins, reading books, playing games, 
drawing. 





Name : Arjun Pai, 
‘Age: 13 years, 

‘Address : 5, Venkatachalam Road, 
RS, Puram, 

Coimbatore - 641 002. 

Hobbies : Reading, collecting stamps 
aand stickers, and rearing animals 





Name :V. Vanitha, 

Age: 15 years, 

‘Address : TAA Shanmuga Colony, 
Ramakrishna Roa: 

Salem - 636 007. 
Hobbies : Collecting stamps, coins, 
greetings, and feathers, readinggbooks 
like 'Gokulam’, listening to music and 
gardening, 





Name :S. Sree 








Age:15 years, 
Address : 94, Amman Sannadhi 
Street, 


Shencottah - 627 809. 

‘Tirunelveli District, 

Hobbies : Reading newspag ors, col- 

lecting various soap covers, playing 

badminton and collecting G.K. infor- 
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mation. 


Name :N. Aswath Ram, 

‘Age :11 years, 

Address : 21/1 Srd Cross Street, 
KB, Nagar, 

Adyar, Madras - 600 020. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, coins, 
posters and greeting cards, playing 
cricket, football and shuttle-cock. 





Name :8.Suba, 
Age: 16 years, 

‘Address : Djo. P. Sundaram, 

D-10, P&T Colony, 

Royapettah, 

Madras - 600 014. 

Hobbies : Reading books, eycling, 
knitting, music, writing letters, going 
totemplesandattending guidecamps. 








Name :S. Arun Kumar, 
Age: 10 years, 

Address : S/o. M, Sundar, 

703, Adarsh "C’, 

Spring Mills Compound, 

Nalgoan, 

Dadar - East, 

Bombay - 400 014 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, coins, 
solving puzzles, cycling, reading com- 








ies, and music. 
Name :S. Pradeepa, 
Age: 11 years, 


‘Address :No.243, Ramakrishna Mutt 
Read, 

“Mylapore, 

‘Madras - 600 004. 

Hobbies : Pen-collection, reading 
books, playing chess, shell-collection, 
feather-collection, ete. 


Name :Sowmya Haran, 
Age: 13 years, 

‘Address : A-1/1, Sujatha, 
Block 6, 2nd Main Road, 
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Beasant Nagar, 

‘Madras - 600 090. 

Hobbies : Drawing, painting, dane- 
ing, cooking, eating chocolates and ice 
creams! 





Name : Dwipin Chandran, 

Age: 12 years, 

Address : KM. Chandran, 

Flat No.3, Quadros Building, 
Mangoor Hills, 

Vasco-da-Gama, 

Goa - 403 802, 

Hobbies : Reading story books like 
‘Gokulam’, 





Sangeeth, 
5 years, 

H-11, M1LG. 120 Flats, 
11th Avenue, 
Ashok Nagar, 
Madras - 600 083, 
Hobbies : Reading books, collecting 
stamps and coins, solving puzzles, 
computer programming, tennis, going 
on adventure trips ete. 


Name : Anusha Raju, 
Age #11 ye 
‘Address : 11/106, Sulochana, 

Gorodia Nagar, 

Ghatkopar (B), 

Bombay - 400 077. 

Hobbies : Reading story books, ey- 
cling, collecting coins and stamps, 
painting and handicraft 









jarmada Santiago, 
2years, 

Address : No.85, De tonseka Road, 
Colombo - 5, 

Srilanka, 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, coins 
and post cards, reading books, and 
being a girl guide, 























6. Something done 
7. Midday 
8, Tolook through 

a narrow opening —___ 
9. To address 
















a. woman —_— 
rT 10. A South Indian 
a Al_laeaea_ae language 

1, If we divide a certain num- 
ber by 2, the remainder will be R, Vinod Krishna 
1. When it is divided by 3, the aged 12, 
remainder will be 2, when Hyderabad - 500 042. 
divided by 4, the remainder will 
be 3; when divided by 5, the 
remainder will be 4; when 
divided by 6, the remainder will] BETWEEN LETTERS 
be 5 and when divided by 7, the | Clues : 


remainder will be 0! Which is 
that number? 

2. Using eight eights can you 
make thousand? 


1, Because of spending. 


2, Part of the atom, 


P. Vijayasaravanan, aged12, 


Madurai, | 2A type of plant. 


4, To cover again. 
WORD PLAY 





5. Thoughtful. 
Few words remain the same 
when read from left to right and 
right toleft. Example - eye, Find 
such words using the clues 
given. 
1. Akind of music 
2A lady living under a 
religious order __ 
3. The day before a 
festival 
4. A young dog 
5. Father = 


6. A storm with great wind. 





7. Smallest quantity. 


8, Indispensable quality.__ 


9, Systematic. 


10. A group of close-set trees. __ 
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WORD FIND 


Using the clues alongside, fill in 
the missing letters to form the 
correct word. 





—vehicle used for 
ploughing. 











—an aquatic mammal. 








ofp cl L 
2) 0 | 4 
al |S M| 























— people living in arctic 
region. 


Deepa Mohan, aged 9, Bangalore - 560 040. 


JUMBLE BUMBLE 
































Alm|zZl/alwljx»}/vy=im 





Seenamayne 


Animals 


. THPENRA. 
. PREODLA 


ERLQSURI 
PPPOOAUMTSHI 
PNRCUOPIE 
HECAEHT 


. ISOBN 

3. FFLOBUA 
| AAMLL 

. ROBA 


Madhusudhan, aged 11, 
‘Trichy - 25. 





ala|[m/z]alo|~»lolz im 




















C.V. Venkatesh, 
Madras - 600 083. 





Answers on page 80 
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t was New Year’s eve, and 
snowflakes fluttered to 
the ground. The city of 
London was covered with 
layers of white snow, and a few 
people could be seen here and 
there hurrying in the cold 
winter air to reach their warm 
homes. Shops were closing, and 
as the night became darker, 
lights came on inside the 
houses. Slowly as if by magic, 
the whole city was transformed 
into a quiet dark place with 
rows and rows of brilliantly lit 
houses. 


long the lanes, a small 
girl came walking, her 
hands under the apron 

f her pinnafore to 


keep her warm. Her fect were 
bare on the cold pavement, and 
her pockets were full of little 
match-boxes — for she was a 
match-seller. 

‘That day, not one match-box 
had been sold, and the little 
match-girl was hungry and 
tired, for she had walked a long, 
long way. Now she dared not go 
home, for her father would beat 
32 


her for not having sold even one 
match-box, and her mother 
would not give her dinner. 

She walked slowly up to the 
steps of one of the shops and sat 
down. It was bitterly cold, and 
the snow-flakes seemed to come 
down faster than ever. 

“If only I could warm 
myself,” she thought, She took 
‘one match-box out of her pocket. 
“Till light just one match to see 
if it will warm me.” 

And with stiff, cold fingers, 
she lit onematch. Ii burned bril- 
liantly, and the match-girl felt 
she was sitting beside a warm 
stove in a warm little room. 
Suddenly, the match went out, 
and the little girl found herself 
in the cold streets of London 
once again. 


4 6 ‘ow pretty that 
room was!” she 

thought, and lit 

another match. 


This time, she was in a bril- 
liantly lit, warm room, which 
had an enormous Christmas 














Did 
modef who 
painter threw: 
She had an ‘art attack’ 





K. Thyagarajan, 
Madras - 600 024. 








<4 


Man 1:1 didn't come here tobe 
ingulted! 

Man 2 : Why? Where do you 
usually go? 











tree in it. Under the tree, were 
a number of brightly wrapped 
presents, and a table nearby 
was laden with lots of wonderful 
things to eat. 


The third time she lit a 
match, she found herself sitting 
with her Grandma, who had 
died a month ago. 


“Oh, grandma!” whispered 
the girl, for the room she was 
sitting in was warm and cosy. 


‘The match again burnt itself 
out, and there was nothing but 
darkness around the little girl. 
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h, take me with 
you grandma!" 
exclaimed the 
little match- 
girl, and she hurriedly lit 
another match. Again, she 
seemed to see her grandma 
smiling at her and beckoning to 
her. 

Another match was lit, Her 
grandma stood with her arms 
outstretched, welcoming her. 


When morning came, and 
people came out of their houses 
to greet one another, the little 
match girl lay cold and still on 
the steps of the shop. At her feet 
were a pile of burnt-out match- 
sticks, and empty match-boxes. 


Retold from a tale by 
HANS CHRISTIAN 
ANDERSON. 











HOLIDAY 


It's the day of the tiny-tot, 
It‘cod's the tension of the heart, 
It gives us pleasure, 

Like finding treasure, 

Yes! It's the week's superb day. 
It's the student's holiday. 


MONDAY MORNING 


You act as a barrier to fun, 

And blackmail with the home-work quis 

Fill the eyes with tears y 

And grip the heart with fears 4 
(This poem tells what school means 

to Kindergarten pupils.) 


N. Kumaresh, agedi3, 


1981 
e 


1 sauna, 


2. RAIN +7 = 


B. BHUVANESKWARI, AGED 14, 
VANIVAMBADI 635 752 





GRAV], AGED 14, 
BANGALORE = 560 O40 


N. ANAND, 
MADRAS “600 Io}, 
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L am Ritu. My cousin Raju and I go to the same 
school and study in the same class. 
Raju’s house is next-door to mine, and we play 
together in the evenings after finishing homework. 
Raju’s father works in a bank, and his mum 
stays at home cooking, and cleaning the house. She 
isa tall, soft-spoken lady with lovely black eyes that 
shine all the time. In the evenings, she teaches in 
a little school which she has in her shed for poor 
children who cannot afford to go to school. 

My mum and dad are scientists. They work in a 
research centre, and come home pretty late in the 
evenings. Both are brilliant and are quite well- 
known in their field. 

Do you know_—my mother is an adopted sister to 
Raju’s mother? She was an orphan and was adopted 
by Raju’s grandparents. That's how Raju is m: 
cousin—but we are good friends too, even thou; 
we fight a lot! 

Oops! It’s time for us to get ready for Anu’s 
birthday party! Which dress shall I wear? 
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* Cutout these two pages along the dotted lines and paste them 
on a length of modelling cardboard 

* Now cut Raju and Ritu carefully leaving a little space at 
the edges, so that you do not cut their black outlines. 


* Cut out their dresses carefully in the same way, including 
the two flaps on top along the dotted lines. 
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HOW TO DRESS RAJU AND RITU 
Fold the flaps on top of each dress backwards, so that you can 
slip the dresses on the shoulders of the dolls 


CREATE NEW DRESSES! 

With a little imagination, you can design your own dresses for 
Raju and Ritu. 

‘Take some white paper and trace the outline of the dolls on it. 
Concentrate only on the dress-area leaving out the unnecessary 
parts like the hands and feet. 

Now draw out the dresses and colour them. Do not forget the 
flaps on the shoulders - or Raju and Ritu will be unable to wear 
the dresses! 


Devised and Illustrated by LALITHA. 


5 Fs) Ram : Where did you lear to 
i” Sinyam:lnthe water ofeoure! 
V.Gurumoorthy, aged 4, 
Madras 0004 

- 








Ravi : I've lost my car. 
‘Anil : Put an ad in the paper. 
Ravi : Don't be silly. It can't read! 


K. Ramakrishnan, 
Bombay - 400 086. 














the viver catches | Climb trees , | Fool! Are £ishes 
de where Wwill ofcourse! © cons and bubtaloes 


* "i 
the +ish go? Very ve te cn climb 


Swarna A. Krishnan, aged 13, Jaipur. 
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PUZZLES 


SCRAMBLER SECRET LETTER 
- States of India 





An alien from Mars has sent 


1) NGELBA Abhishek this message. Can 

2) TNAAAKARK you decipher it? 

3) UNADILAMT 

4) ARATUJG 4,5, 1,18 1,2,8,9,19,8,5,11, 

5) LAAREK 9 12,9,11,5 20,15 18,5,1,4 

6) NJABUP 7,15,11,21,12,1,13 39,0,10:85 
13,21,3,8 9 23,9,12,12 3,15,13,! 

9) ASANTHJAR 15,14,3,5 1 13,16,14,20,8, 2,21,25 

be ™ 13,5 1 8,15,16,25 15,6 

10) AYRHNAA 7,16,11,21,12,1,138 1,14,4 9 


23,9,12,12 18,5,20,21,18,14 9,20 
K. Sreenivasan, aged 12, 20,15 26,15,21  1,6,20,5,18 
Bombay - 401 202, 18,5,1,4,9,14,7 9,20. 





8, Murali, aged 13, 
Answers on page 54 Bombay - 400 089. 


ISN’TIT 
AMAZING? =| teste; cis.ms.ute 
sates 

1% Ee eee 
0 eashe 

30 
40 
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60 
10 








woovoooovoe 
D4 DS DS DE OM bt De oe Be Oe 
teeta eee 


Searomsenn 


G. Sriram, aged 12, 
‘Trichy - 620 025. 





BABY RABBITS BIRTHDAY 


ILLUSTRATIONS: NATANAM 
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IT WAS THE 
THAT BABY RABB 





[PUZZLES 


UCAN DOIT! 


You can make a new word out 
of each of the words below by 
adding a 'U’. 

Read each clue carefully. 

Re-arrange the letters, add a 
'U' and make the new word! 


2, SOME 
A small Rodent. 

3. LEFT 

A Musical instrument. 


4, CASE 
What you pour over noodles, 


Eg 

HOSE 5. RAGS 

A Place people live ‘n HOUSE —_ Something sweet. 

1. LOBES 6. TAN 

‘A Lady's shirt, A fish, — 
Aruna Rajan, aged 8, 


Bangalore - 560 006, 





FUN WITH NUMBERS : 


Fill the empty circles in the 
rectangular path, insuch a way 
that the numbers from 1 to ao 
are not repeated again, 


‘The sum of the numbers in all 
four sides should be the same, 





Sowmya Ghorpade, 
Madras - 39. 


Answers on page 54 














Kavitha : Tho teacher of V-A 
hhas to wear sun-glasses! 
Mummy : Why? 

Kavitha : Because his pupils 
‘are terribly bright! 


P. Jitendra Kumar, 
Chengalpattu -603 002. 











Dear readers, 

This month, we at GOKULAM 
celebrate our third birthday with baby 
rabbit! 

It has been three years of fun for us 
making this magazine for you - and we 
hope you too loved reading it, just as we 
loved putting it together. 

Your contributions— stories, poems, 
jokes, and the little interesting articles 
that you send to us—have been the soul 
of GOKULAM. Solet’s celebrate together 
as we enter our fourth year. 

Wepresent you _ this little poster 
in colour—for GOKULAM'S birthday is 
yours too! 

Ask your mom or dad to prise open the 
pins on the centre-spread carefully, 
remove the poster, and press the 
stapled pins back in place once again. 

We hope you like the colourful labels 
too! 


Love, 


Qty deh 
Aibaty Leela. 
wf 
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Coloug md keep 








MAZE 


Help momma tortoise reach her newly-hatched baby. 











Q What will you get if you dial 
431267897654320118432 on 
the ‘phone? 


ee 





‘A: A blister on your finger! 
Smitha Bhattacharya, 

aged 1 

Kalpakkam. 


@: What is the easiest way to 
make a broom into a cubiod? 


g 


Sn 





A: Let the “bee’ fly off and make 
it a room. 








@ Why is the snake careless? 








‘A: Cause it keops losing its 
skin. 


@: What can be broken without 
being hit or dropped? 


A: A boxing ring. 
K. Ramakrishnan, 
Bombay - 400 086. 











Customer : You sai 
free when I bought it. 
ered 








Car dealer :It is rust free, si! 
‘We didn't charge for it! 


G.Jayakumar, aged 14, 
Coimbatore - 641 009. 
















‘Teacher Rajesh! Are yougoi 
toaleepa the back of the lass? 
Rajesh Tam trying to, but you 
Rajah Tam tying tihat yu 


D,Devarn aged 14, 
MP eden 00 O17, 
















Father i You mustn't pull the 
cats tail 


Son :1 am only holding it. The 
cat is pulling it! 








Lifeguard : Bathing isn't al- 
here aftor 8 o'clock. 
Girl in the water :I'm am not 
bathing. Tam drowning! Help! 








: What will you give me 
ifTclimb that mountain’ 
‘Kumar :A push! 





V. Vijay Babu, aged 10, 
Salem - 10. 








ANSWERS [ith paces 

















Page 17 1. Sandpaper 
me —— = 2. Rainbow 
INMNVWDRIXYZARCA . Tailor 
EZADEUIWFGH IMAG 5. Teapot 
ISAMKLSSAMNO Qs. 6. Pineapple 
caeregaere recs) enue 
RARERESE uso reat] 6. Nightingale 
JTCLORAFGHID K 10. Cart 
TKLMNOPKARS vw] Page 46 
KLMW BOP QRS v 
rage 43. UCAN DOIT! 
SCRAMBLER 1. BLOUSE 
2. MOUSE 
1) BENGAL 3. FLUTE. 
2) KARNATAKA 4. SAUCE 
3) TAMILNADU 5.SUGAR 
4) GUJARAT 6. TUNA 
5) KERALA 
6) PUNJAB 
7) ORISSA 
8) BIHAR 
9) RAJASTHAN, 


10) HARYANA 


SECRET LETTER 


Dear Abhistick, 

1 like to read Gokulam very 
much, I will come down from 
Mars once amonth. Buy mea 
copy of Gokulam and I will 
return it to you after reading it. 
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He may love eating up the plants, 
He may love bleating noisily, 

He may be just a baby goat, 

But he’s my best friend! 


Iwarnapur was ruled by an 
Jold but foolish raja. He had 
amantri who was not only intel- 
ligent, but cunning too. Heoften 
duped the raja and took money 
from the royal treasury. But the 
foolish raja thought that his 
‘mantri was the wisest in the 
world, and would often ask him, 
“My dear mantri! You'll never 
Teave me, will you?” 
And the mantri always 
Feplied, “Nomaharaj! When you 
go to heaven, I'll follow you 
there and serve you!” 

‘Thus days passed. 

It was a cold winter morning. 
‘The raja and his mantri were 
strolling around the palace gar- 
dens. Suddenly, the howl of 
Jackals rent the air. 

The innocent raja asked the 
mantri , “Why are the jackals 
howling?” 

“The forest officer has failed to 
provide them with shawls, 
maharaj,” replied the wily 
matri, “They are erying out to 
you for help.” 

“The officer has failed todohis 








duty,” roared the raja. “Throw 
him into the dungeons. ‘Take 
the required gold, mantri, and 
comfort the jackals.” 
So the forest officer was jailed, 
and the mantri took home with 
him a large amount of gold. 
“He, he,” he laughed to him- 
self. “I'l soon be very rich.” 





The raja was very fond of 
elephants He spent a lot of time 
with them. One day, the mantri 
accompanied the raja to the 
stables, 
rat scurried 
immediately, 
the mantri pointed to it and 
said, “Maharaj! Look! Here's 
one of your elePhants!” 

“How small and thin it has 
grown!” exclaimed the raja, 

“Yes, maharaj! The royal cook 
has failed to feed it properly,” 
replied the mantri. 

“Execute the cook!” shouted 
the raja. “Take all the gold you 
need and feed the elephants.” 

So the order was passed, 
the mantri went home with 























another load of gold. 


One summer afternoon, the 
howling of jackals was heard 
again. 

“Why are they howling?” 
asked the worried raja. 

“They are thanking you for 
your kindness,” replied the 
matitri, 

‘The raja felt very happy. 


One night, a dacoit who was 
tobe hanged the next day, came 
to see the mantri. 

“O mantri, “he pleaded. “Save 
me from the gallows and I will 
reward you handsomely.” 

The mantri agreed. 

‘The next day as the dacoit was 
about to be hanged, the mantri 
ran forward and cried, 


‘Teucher : Tell mo Vidya, how high 
can n kangaroo jump? 

Vidya : Er...na high aa the Rajab- 
hai Towors..? be 
‘Teacher : Ramesh! Do you think 
Vidya is correct? 

Ramesh : Well. [didn't know that 
the Rajabhai Towors could jump 














K, Ramakrishnan, 
Bombay - 400 086. 
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“Maharaj! The one who is 
hanged at this moment will go 
directly to heaven. Don't hang 
the dacoit now!” 

‘The king joyfully exclaimed, 
“Mantri! You and I shall hang 
now. The hangman shall suc- 
coed me as king!” 

“M-m-maharaj!” stammered 
the mantri, “M-m-me?” 

“My mantril” exclaimed the 
king. “You said you were ready 
to serve me in heaven also, You 
shall come with me.” 

The mantri could see no way 
out of his predicament, He con- 
fessed his plot to the raja, 

“Go away!" shouted the raja, 
“And never show your face in 
my kingdom againi” 





R. Vijay, Std, VILL, 
Madras - 600 090. 





‘Teacher : Where did Admiral Nel- 
son win his glorious victory? 
Ravi : On page 123, sir! 


M.D. Devaraj, aged 14, 
‘Madras - 600 014. 












Th the village of Shillangere 
lived a clever but crooked man 
called Bangarappa. He had 
about a dozen milch buffaloes. 
He earned his living by selling 
the milk in a town some di 
tance away from his village. 

In the same village lived 
another clever man called Naz- 
ruddin. He had a banana plan- 
tation. The bananas were ripe 
and ready to be harvested and 
sold. 

Now, Nazruddin wanted to 
sell his plantation. And Ban- 
garappa desired to sell his buf- 
faloes. So they entered into an 
‘agreement and exchanged their 
properties 

‘The next morning, when Naz- 
ruddin went into the shed 
where he kept his new buf- 
faloes, he was surprised to see 
two men milling them, 

“Who are you?” he asked. 

“We are Bangarappa’s met 
they replied, “We've been or- 








dered to milk the buffaloes as 
usual. 

An anxious Nazruddin went 
to Bangarappa's house. 

“Have you forgotten?” he 





asked. “The buffaloes are now 
mine.” 
Bangarappa only laughed. 
“My dear friend,” he said. 
“Read the agreement carefully. 
I have sold you my buffaloes, 


but not their milk!” 


Nazruddin knew that he was 
outwitted. But, he decided to 
pay back Bangarappa in the 
same coin. So that evening, to 
Bangarappa’s astonishment, 
Nazruddin’s workers were busy 
cutting away the ripe bunches 
of bananas and carting them 
awa} 

He ran to Nazruddin’s house 
in anger. 

“How dare you?” he shouted. 
“The plantation is mine. I'll 
drag you to the village 
magistrate if you don't stop!” 

“My dear friend,” replied Naz- 
ruddin calmly. “You too have 
not read the agreement careful- 
ly. The bananas are not yours, 
just as the milk is not mine.” 

Bangarappa was dumbfound- 
ed. No more did his men come to 
milk Nazruddin's buffaloes. 





Kolar Krishna lyer, 
‘Tirupati - 517501. 
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THINGS TO MAKE AND DO 





CRAZY BALLOON 

Materials Needed: 

‘Two packets of balloons 

A razor blade, one side taped 
with collotape 

Water 

Method: 


Take a balloon. Fill it with 
water to make it as big as 


h 


Bs. 

oo 

marble, Tie a knot at the neck 
and cut off the extra rubber 


eh\ 


with the blade. (Make sure you 
handle the blade carefully 
without hurting yourself.) 

gjfake another balloon and 


ts 


blow it up. Don't tie it’s neck, 
but hold it tightly so that the air 
does not escape. Take the 





water-balloon and press it into 
the bottom of the air-filled bal- 
Joon letting the air escape slow- 
ly as you push it inside. Stretch 


mI) 
“ S 





y 


ip 
the neck of the second balloon 
and slice it off with the blade. 
Using the same method, keep 
on covering the balloons till 
your crazy ball is hard enough. 
Cover the balloons evenly so 


Fg 5 









that your ball comes out round. 
It may take 300 balloons and 
even more patience! 

Bounce your ball - it's crazy! 


Harpreet Kaur, aged 15, 
Khopoli, Maharashtra. 
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2 To change (5) 


ACROSS 3 Kindness (5) 

5 Dark but caused by light 
8 Pertaining to me (2) 6 Solemn promise 
4 Decide (7) 10 Not Many (3) 





7 To wander (4) id Put together to increase (3) 
8 Highest or lowest card? (3) t present (3) 

9 A — above one's head (4) ‘or which? (3) 

14 Rowdy given or taken with 





a bride? (5) Compiled by 
J. Pramod Kumar, aged 14, 
DOWN Coimbatore - 641 002. 

1 Fruity piece of land? (7) Answers on page 80 
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KING OF TREES 


© Banyant 

Of all troos you are king, 

Sheltering birds both big 
and s 


0 wise Banyan! 
‘ou have seen Time pass by, 
‘And will watch Time for 





Sudha D. Rajan, aged 15, [3 
Bangalore - 560 003, 








handulal the  miser, 
wanted to go on a@ 
pilgrimage without having to 
spend any money. At the holy 
place, he sported a small card- 
bourd on his chest with “Deat' 
and Dumb” written on it 
Pilgrims threw coins into his 
bag. He earned well. He went to 
yet another holy place, and 
begged in the same way. How was my house reduced to 
y ashes?" It was Chandulal! 
Ivo pilgrims happened to ‘The pilgrims were surprised 
recognise him. One of them “What a trickster!” 
said to other,"Poor Chandulal! “The cheat!” 
He is blissfully ignorant of the They snatched his bag and 
fact that his house has been handed him over to the police. 
reduced to ashes, Should we tell Chandulal spent a few days in 
im?” the police lock-up and returned 
“How to tell him? Poor Chan- home wiser. 
dulal he has grown deaf and 
dumb!” said the other. Poonam Sureka, 
“Gentlemen! Tell me more! Bombay 400 092. 
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He ate fish, wild animals, 
and the seeds, roots and fruits 


an did not know how to 
cultivate plants until 
about 10,000 years ago. 
Before that time, for nearly 2 
million years, prehistoric man 
was a savage moving from place 


of wild plants. 

So how do you think man 
would have learnt to grow 
plants for his food? It was most 
probably accidental. 


ne of the prehistoric men 

may have collected the 
seeds of a wild plant for food 
While staying at a certain place, 
these seeds may have acciden- 
tally fallen to the ground and 
later, sprouted. At first, man 





might not have noticed this, or 
realised what it meant. Later, it 
might have dawned on him that 
the seeds, when planted, would 
yeild food-giving plants! 


griculture developed 

separately in many parts 
of the world. Now, in order to 
grow crops and collect their 
yield, man would have had to 
stop his nomadic existence and 
settle down at some place 
‘Traces of the earliest farming 
settlements have been 
covered at Jericho in Palestine 








and Jarmo in Iraq. These two 
settlements existed between 
8000 B.C. and 6000 B.C. 


hese farming settlements 

became the centres of 
clvilization - where a number of 
men lived together, and built 
towns and cities. 

This is how the great cul- 
tures of Sumer, Egypt, Rome, 
Babylonia and Greece grew - 
around centres of wheat cul- 
tivation. And around areas of 


rice cultivation in Asia, the 
civilizations of India, China and 





Japan grew. Cultivation of 
maize in America fostered the 
Maya, Inca and Azetec empires. 


eat, one of the earliest 

crops, is one of the most- 
travelled plants in history. 
crop which grew wild in the 
Near-East (lower Russia today), 
spread through Europe towards 
the North Sea by about 4900 
B.C. It reached the British Isles 
around 3,500 B.C. 

Rice, which was domesti- 
cated only around 3000 B.C, in 
India, spread to South-East 
Asia, China and Japan. 

Maize cultivation began in 
5000 B.C in Central America 
and travelled to Peru. 





e real migration of crops 
began when the Europeans 
began to travel extensively. 





They brought maize, beans, 
tomatoes, etc. from America to 
Europe. Potatoes were intro- 
duced to Europe from South 
America, during the 16th cen- 





tury, and later introduced to 
North America by the British. 


joday, we have crops that 

grow faster, and yield 
riany measures more of grain or 
fruit, There are greenhouses 


that grow rare plantsin careful- 
ly kept'temperatures, tractors, 
sowing machines, threshing 
machines.... 


Sieh 


oc00| 


And to think the first ever 
farm must have been a small 
little patch of land, where a 
single man would have sown a 
handful of carefully collected 
seods! 


nd next time your sister 
‘abs at that last slice of 
read or chappatti, and you call 


her a hog and ask her whether 
she lives to eat — remember — 
the first ever civilizations began 
because of food! 









Guest : When is your birthday, 

Manju? 

Little Manju : Monday, 4th 
fay. And when were you born? 

Guest : Sunday, Ist of March. 

Little Manju : You can't fool 

me! Sunday is a holiday! 


P. Jitendra Kumi 
Chengalpattu -603 














Rama : What does your mother 
do if she gets a headahee? 
she sends meout to play! 





G.Jayakumar, aged 4, 
‘Coimbatore - 641 009, 
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Solution on page 91 69 
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here was once a poor 
I Vian who had four 
sons, When they grew 
up hetold them, “I have nothing 
to give you. No trade, Ho for- 
tune. Go out into the world and 
learn a trade for yourselves.” 
‘The four brothers bid their 
father good-bye and began their 
journey. They travelled 


together till they reached a 





“That is not an honourable 
trade,” said the brother. “If 
thieves are caught, they will be 
punished.” 

“Oh! You need not fear that,” 
said the thief. "I'll teach you.” 

So the first brother accom- 
panied the thief, and learnt his 
art so well, that he could steal 
anything which he had set his 
mind on, 


brothers 





cross-road where four roads 
met. 

“Here we must part,” said 
the eldest brother. “In four 
years’ time, we will meet at this 
‘exact spot.” 

His three brothers agreed, 
and the four of them parted to 
go their different ways. 

The eldest brother soon met 
a stranger, who asked him, 
“Where are you going?” 

{wish to learn a trade,” 
answered the eldest brother. “I 
am going to seek my fortune.” 

“Come with me,” said the 
stranger. “I'll teach you my 
trade!” 

“What is your trade?” asked 
the brother. 

“Tama thief!” 

2 












eanwhile, the 
Me brother had 
met a man who 


asked him, where he was going. 

“I do not know as yet,” he 
answered. 

“Then come with me," said 
the man, “And become a star- 
gazer.” 

So the second brother went 
with the man and learnt his 
trade well. And when he took 
leave of his master, the latter 
gave him a telescope and said, 
“With this you can see all that 
occurs on earth and in the 
heavens. Nothing can be hidden 
from you.” 

‘The third brother was taken 
in by a huntsman and he too 
learnt his trade so well that he 
became famous. When he was 


leaving, his master presented 
him with a gun and said, “You 
will never miss your target with 
this gun.” 

The youngest brother had 
met a tailor who asked him ifhe 
would learn his trade. “I don't 
know,” replied the brother. “I 
am sure I would hate to sit 
cross-legged all day and sew, 
sew, sew all the time.” 

“Oh!” cried the tailor, “Come 
with me! Tl teach you a dif- 
ferent kind of tailoring which is 
easy as well as interesting,” 


nd the four years 
passed. The third 
brother soon took 


leave of the tailor 

“Take this needle," said his 
master. "With this you can sew 
anything together, whether it is 
tender as an eggshell, or as hard 
as steel. And not a seam will be 
visible to anyone afterwards.” 

‘The four years had passed, 
and the four brothers arrived at 
the cross-roads. After embrac- 








ing each other joyfully, they 
returned home to their father, 
66 cried when he saw 

them, and 
embraced each of them affec- 
tionately 

‘The brothers sat under a 
tree, telling each other their ad- 
ventures, when their father 
came up to them and said, “I'll 
now put you all to test to see if 
you have mastered your 
trades.” 

He looked up, and pointed to 
a nest on the top branches of the 
tree, Turning to his second son, 
hesaid, “Pell me how many eges 
in that nest 
The stargazer looked 
through his gliss and said, 
“There are five oggs in it.” 

‘The old man now turned to 
his eldest son. “The mother bird 
is sitting on her eggs in the 
nest," he said. "Can you bring 
them down without disturbing 
her?” 


Ieome back,” he 


















‘The thief at once climbed the 
tree and brought down the five 
eggs carefully without disturb- 
ing the mother bird." 


he father then laid 

I Tour ofthe oggsateach 

corner of a table, 

placed the fifth in the middle 

and said to the huntsman, “Now 

with one shot, cut all the eggs 
into exact halves.” 

The huntsman did so. 

‘The old man turned to his 
youngest son. 

"Now sew together the hal- 
ves so that the egg looks whole 
and undamaged once again.” 

The tailor did so, making 
sure the young birds inside had 
nat come to any injury. 

‘And when he had finished, 
the thief had to carry the five 
eggs up the tree and put them 
back into the nest without dis- 
turbing the mother bird. The 
father was pleased that all his 
sons had learnt their trades so 
well 

A few days later, the mother 
bird gave birth to’ five chicks 
who were healthy and whole es 
cept, for a red streak around 
their middles where the tailor 
had sewn them together. 


few days later, the 
princess of the land 
.was carried away by a 


dragon, The king was grief- 
stricken, He immediately 
proclaimed that whoever res- 
cued the princess might wed 
74 






her. 

‘The four brothers decided to 
go forth together and rescue the 
princess. 

‘The stargazer looked 
through the telescope and said, 
“She is on a rock in the middle 
oftthesea and adragon isgaurd- 
ing her.” 

‘The four brothers then went 
tothe king and asked for a ship 
so that they might rescue the 
princess. 

‘They soon reached the rock, 
where the dragon was asleep, 





ves who it will be.” 

‘At once a great quarrel took 
place among the brothers. 

“If | had not seen the prin- 
cess through my telescopt,” the 
stargazer said, “None of you 
would have been able to save 
her.” 

“If 1 had not stolen her away 
from the dragon” said the thief. 
“Your arts would have been of 
no use.” 

“And if I had not shot and 
killed the dragon,” said the 
huntsman, “You would have 
been torn to pieces.” 

“If [ had not made the ship 
whole again,” argued the tailor. 
“All of you would have drowned 
in the sea.” 


‘The king saw that all four 
had an equal claim to the prin- 
cess, He said, “I'll give each of 
you an equal part of the 
kingdom as reward.” 

‘The decision pleased the 
brothers. “It will be better, for 
then we will remain united 

‘Thereupon, each of them 
received an equal part of the 
kingdom, and they lived happi- 
ly together with their father. 





Retold by 
J, Jennifer, aged 11., 


Dear Jennifer, 
You have not given your ad- 
dress. Please send it to us. Ed. 











Patient : Doctor, doctor! I think I 
am acat! 

Doctor : How long have you been 
fooling like this? 

Patient : Ever since I was 
ten! 


kit. 





KN. Mukundan, 
Bangalore - 560 040. 





‘Teacher : What do we got from 
tho silk-worm? 
Ravi: Br... silk! 
‘Teacher : Does the butterfly give 
us anything? 

Ravi: Er... butter? 














Kalpakkam « 
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bday we have light at the pressing of a switch. Can 
you imagine how it would have been before the 





electric bulb was invented? Or before candles were in- 


vented.....? 








..» that the earliest made lamps 
dating from the stone age were 
hollowed-out pieces of 
sandstone? Animal fat was 
poured into them for oil, and 
wicks were burned in them, just 
as we do even now in India in 
mud lamps for festivals, 


son that by about 2500 B.C., 


lamps had became more 
elaborate - made in ear- 
thernware, sea-shells and 


bronze? But these lamps left 
dirty marks all over the rooms 
because of their grimy smoke, 





. that the Romans had in- 
vented the candle by the Ist 
century A.D.? It was made from 
tallow (a product of animal fats) 
of beeswax. 

. that the cheaper tallow 
candle was popular and was 
used till the 19th century? This 
was because the wax caridle was 
much more expensive. 





that oil lamps were used to 
light the streets of Europe's 
cities from the 15th century? 


that around 1760, George 
Nixon of New castle experi- 


mented with coal gas for light- 


ing purposes? It was the 
beginning of a number of ex- 
periments that would make 
gaslight popular 


. that the factories in North- 
etn England were the first to 
use gaslight? The first gas- 
generating plant was opened in 
London in 1805, 


. that in 1809, Humphry 
Davy was the’ first to 
demonstrate the use of 
electricity for lighting pur- 
poses? 


that in 1878, Joseph Swan 
produced the successful electric 
lamp, and in 1879, Thomas Alva, 
Edison, made an even better 
one? Edison popularised his 
lamp by setting up a generating 
station in 1881. 
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WORD PLAY 


1) POP 

2) NUN 

3) EVE 

4) PUP 

5) DAD 

6) DEED 

7) NOON 

8) PEEP 

9) MADAM 

10) MALAYALAM 


BETWEEN LETTERS 


1) EXPENSE 
2) NEUTRON 
3) PARSNIP 
4) RECOVER 
5) SERIOUS 
6) TEMPEST 
7) MINIMUM 
8) ESSENCE 
9) REGULAR 
10) THICKET 
80 








Page 31 


WORD FIND 
1. Tractor 
2. Dolphin 
3. Eskimo 


JUMBLE - BUMBLE 
Animals 


1) PANTHER 

2) LEOPARD 

3) SQUIRREL 

4) HIPPOPOTAMUS 
5) PORCUPINE 

6) CHEETAH 

7) BISON 

8) BUFFALO 

9) LLAMA 

10) BOAR 
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elephants. 

Let me tell you the story of 
an elephant called Kochayap- 
pan, who lived about 175 years 
ago. 


he Achan Kovil (temple) 
‘Deveswam of Konni, got 
this elephant as a present 
from one, Karthave of Ranni 
when it was seven years old. 
‘Though the elephant was now 
the property of the temple, Kar- 
thave kept him in his house. 

‘The young elephant soon be- 
came a loved-member of his 
family, It was never put in 
chains and was allowed to 
wander freely in the compound. 
Kochayappan was clever and 
intelligent. He never misused 
his freedom. He did not destroy 
a single tree or plant. He loved 
in the family, especially the 
children, Kochayappan would 
play with them and take care of 
them. 

He was given rice balls, 
mixed with ghee and dal 
everyday. Every year, as he 
grew older, he was given one 
more rice ball. No mahout was 
appointed to look after him. 
Two maid servants, called 
Chakki and Vikki took care of 
him, 





ut after the death of the 
Karthave, things chang- 
‘ed. The next head of the 
family stopped giving 
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Kochayappan his daily food of 
rice balls. He also had him 
chained and decided to put him 
to work. A sad Kochayappan 
left the house by evening. 

The next morning, he 
reached theAchan Kovil Sastha 
Temple to which he originally 
belonged. Seeing him, the chief 
priest gave him a belly-full of 
rice. From that day onwards, he 
made that temple his home. 
Soon the temple authorities 
found a kind-hearted mahout 
for Kochayappan. His name 
‘was Thirumoolam Pillai, 

Under the training of 
Thirumoolam Pillai, Kochayap- 
pan became the best instructor- 
elephant of Konni. There was 
no other elephant who was as 
intelligent or clever as him. He 
became an expert at lifting up 
and chaining wild elephants 
trapped by the mahouts, and 
training them. 


n elephant called Pad- 
manabhan came to 
ni for training. Very 


soon, Kochayappan and Pad- 
manabhan became close 
friends. Both were allowed to 
wander freely into the deep 
woods. 

‘One day, only Kochayappan 
returned from the woods. Pad- 
manabhan was not to be seen! 
‘The mahouts, with Kochayap- 
pan and some other elephants, 
went in search of Padmanab- 








han. And what did they see, but 
Padmanabhan in a fight with a 
wild elephant! Immediately 
Thirumoolam Pillai, gave 
Kochayappan an iron chain 
folded into four to hold in his 
trunk, Without wasting any 
time, Kochayappan hit the wild 
elephant with it and killed it. 
After that incident Padmanab- 
han never went anywhere 





without Kochayappan. 


hen came another 
y I Vyrainer-elephant called 
Thiruneelakandan, who 


was bad-tempered ' and 
troublesome. Once, Kochayap- 





Padmanabhan and 
Thiruneelakandan — were 
engaged in freeing a wild 


elephant from a trap. One big 
log of wood rolled from 
Padmanabhan’s trunk and fell 
on Thiruneelakandan’s trunk. 
Immediately, the latter pierced 
Padmanabl with his tusks 
and killed him on the spot! 

Seeing this, Kochayappan 
angrily began to attack 
Thiruneelakandan but was 
stopped by Thirumoolam Pil 
On Pillai’s ~—_advico, 
Thiruneelakandan was taken 
away and was never to be seen 
again. 

After helping put the wild 
elephant into acage, Kochayap- 
pan went searching for 
Thiruneelakandan. 

Not finding him, he angrily 
thrust his tusks into the trunk 
ofa teak tree. His tusks pierced 
the tree and appeared on the 
other side! 

He mourned the death of his 
friend for one week and during 
this time, he did not even take 
a drop of water. But 
Thirumoolam Pillai comforted 
him, and soon Kochayappan 
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was back to his daily routine, 


nee, Kochayappan was 
Ov to the temple of 

Aranmula for a festival. 
‘The temple elephant there was 
frightened of fireworks, After 
the procession, both the 
elephants were tied inside the 


temple compound which wag 
filled with people waiting ta 
watch the fireworks, When the 
fireworks started, the othen 
elephant gave a loud cry and 
began to struggle with his 
chains, But Kochayappan 
caught him and did not allow 
him to move till the fireworks 
were over. 


‘ochayappan was the only 

lowed to retire from his 
duties. The King of Travancore, 
ordered that he was tobe looked 
after inside the Aranmula 
temple. 

Kochayappan died at the 
age of 103. 

‘There are many more stories 
about him wonderful 
stories about his cleverness - 
but you may think that I am 
exaggerating. They are all true 
stories - the tales of an elephant 
that learnt to live with men, 


K.C.S. RAJA, 





Ramu : Hey! Why are those birds 
sitting on the telephone wires? 
Shyamu : Oh! They're making 
‘choop' telephone call 





K. Hema, 
Kalpakkam - 603 102. 





CUE 


My kite flies high up in the air / 
My heart flies high up everywhere, / 
Everyone can see the kite, 

But no one can see my heart, / 
Except my mother, 

Because she loves me. 


S. Karthikeyan, aged 11, 


Kumbakonam - 612 001. 











QUIZ 1 

1) Which is the largest lake i 
India? 

2) What is the currency of 
Italy? 

3) Who was the first woman 
to become the prime minister of 
a country? 


in 


Suresh Balu, 
Bangalore - 560 023 





Quizit 
1) Who was the first Indian 
lady to climb Mount Everest? 







Quiz m1 
1) Who invented television? 
2) What is the currency of 

Bangladesh? 

8) Which is the capital of Ar- 
gentina? 

4) Who resided in 28 Baker 
Street? 

5) Who was the general of the 
‘multinational forees during the 
Gulf War? 

8) When did the French 
Rovolution begin? 

7) Who is known as the 
“Pather of Modern Physics”? 


R. Hrishikesh, aged 9, 
Bharatitya Vidya 
Bhavan Matriculation 
School, 

Coimbatore. 


2) Who was the first Woman |. - 


in space? 

8) Who is the Indian woman 
knowns the human computer? 

4) Which Indian singer sang’ 
her way into the Guiness Book 
of World Records? 

5) Who was the first Asian 
woman to circle the world by 
boat? 


R. Vidya, 
Hyderabad - 500 042. 





Quiziv 
1) Which is the rarest animal? 
2) Which is the oldest animal? 
3) Which animal can jump 

over forty feet? 

4) Where does the Koala live? 
5) What is the old name for 
giraffe? 


Anand Sekar, aged 8, 
Madras - 600 092. 
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Quizv 


1) What is Burma’s new 
name? 

2) Which is the longest river 
in the world? 

3) What is the capital of 
Cuba? 

4) What is the old name for 
Iran? 

5) Which is the deepest ocean 
in the world? 








= ANSWERS: 
“qvqy SIPPY ‘8 

upiep LNA “L 

uoysurysmay 08.1005 °9 

‘uno9Q aytowg *g 

v18s0¢4 “y 

unary '¢ 

ouN 

qwuruedyy *T 
AZIND 0} stomsuy 


“pandojoureg ‘g 
wiensny 'y 
‘oom3uey OU, *g 
sawod UoTITIUL OgE LEY 
auour’ 10y peat sey IeyT (YS 
0 PULA B) YUVIE[O09 ou, “Z 
“uw990 
UuvIpuy oy) ut spueysy owos 
uv avaseSepeyy ur punoy [rur 
“wwur Sunvo qosut ‘Burwo1ung 
[mews w ‘sazud4 Jo Pury y “T 


ATZIND 0} stomsuy 








6) Who was the first president 
of USA? 

7) Who was the first person to 
travel in space? 

8) What is the capital of 
Ethiopia? 


R. Balamurali, aged 13, 
Vivekananda Vidhyalaya 
Matriculation School, 
Rameswaram, 
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Jooks more like a dolphin 


ai has been found in the Pacific 
Ocean, off Peru, in South 
£ India America. This is the first of the 


new species of whale, called 
Mesoplodon Peruvianus, to be 
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A rat once came out of its 
hole in search of food. It found 
some vegetables and pieces of 
coconut and was just about to 
enter its hole, when a strong 
pair of paws pinned it down, It 
was a cat! 

‘The rat thought fast. How 
could it escape the cat's 
clutches? 

“O cat!” it said meekly. "I don’t 
mind being eaten by you. But 
my parents are waiting inside 
for me, They are old and weak. 
I was just taking them this 
eae 

‘The cat licked its lips, 

“Please, O cat,” continued the 

at. “I'll give them the food and 
come back to you. I promise.” 

The cat asked, “How can I 
believe you?” 

“Tl ask them come out,” 
replied the rat. “Will you believe 
me then?” 

‘The cat’s eyes gleamed. 

“Tl make a good meal tod 
it thought. “Three juicy rats! 
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‘The rat went near ie opening 
of the hole and shouted, 
“Pather! Mother! Come out! I've 
brought you some food!” 

‘There was no response, ‘The 
, turned to the cat and said, 
Mh,no! How could I forget? My 
parents are old and deaf! Wait, 
here. I'll go in and bring them 
out.” 

“Yes, hurry!” replied the cat, 
already tasting the three rats. 

‘The rat bolted inside the hole 
and was gone for a long, long 
time! 

And the cat, hungrier than 
ever, finally realised that it had 
lost its only prey! 








Kolar Krishna Iyer, 
Tirupati - 517501. 


K_ AUNTY LEE 


Q: Why is the s 
P. Kannan, 
Bangalore - 560 016, 

A’: The sun contains 1,000 
times as much mass as’ the 
whole of the rest of the solar 
system. Like most stars it con- 
tains about 70% hydrogen and 
the rest, almost entirely 
helium. 

‘The sun glows with the 
release of nuclear energy at it's 


n hot? 











ANSWER 


core. This is what makes it hot, 
and burn at a temperature of 
6,008. 

‘The nuclear energy is created 
by a proton-neutron reaction 
As aresult of this, four nuclei of 
hydrogen atoms called protons, 
join together to form one 
‘nucleus of helium, During this 
process, a small amount of mat- 
ter is turned into energy and 
released as heat and light. 
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What is your position in 





T stand the highest of all, 





Father : That's good! How do you 
‘manage it? 
Son:1am always told tostand on 
‘the last bench! 
Gunjan Malhotra, 
Jaipur. 
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Based on a 

story sent by 

IRENE PILLAl, 
Aged: 
hit 


































ep 
2S = ve, become old! lam 

(gE So Seni = 3 week ond useless... 

A WILY JACKAL OVERHEARD HIM, You should 
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‘© elephant, 


Maharé 
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ce you his |f 
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THE MONKEY HEARD THIS. 
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‘fons are walt- 
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elephants life! 




















(Maharaj! The jackal 
is calling for you! 


4 trouble | | shall 


Go to him. 


> 





e in 
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They want W 
Ml you... J 
D Ky 





Why were you 
shouting for help? 








PLAN. 
VEE 


Weve beeng 
duped {A 
WZ 
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